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of proficiency. In 1880 Mundella made the framing of such
by-laws compulsory up to the age of thirteen. In 1900 it was
raised to fourteen. And under Mr. Fisher's act of 1918 the
local education authority was permitted to insist on school
attendance up to fifteen—an age-limit that has been generally
adopted in other English-speaking countries though it has
hitherto been insisted upon here in only some dozen localities.
While local authorities were thus permitted or compelled
to raise the compulsory school age, the government followed
them up some years later by fixing a minimum age for employ-
ment, below which no exemptions were allowed. Under Lord
Sandon's act of 1876 this was any age between ten and four-
teen at which a child could satisfy the inspectors that it had
attained a certain standard of efficiency or that it had at least
attended school regularly. After the Cross commission
reported on the need for longer schooling, a liberal govern-
ment raised the lower limit to eleven in 1893, and a unionist
government to twelve in 1899, except for agriculture. In 1918,
Mr. Fisher's act made fourteen the minimum age for employ-
ment for more than an hour or two a day, thus establishing a
uniform national minimum where previously there had been
considerable diversity; the Lancashire custom of short-time
compulsion, which had grown up under the influence of the
factory acts, was brought to an end.
Since the adoption in 1918 of fourteen as the minimum
school-leaving age, we had a choice between the full-time
and the part-time roads to a further extension of school
education, until the act of 1944 set as a goal the extension of
full-time education up to sixteen and part-time up to eighteen.
The full-time road was indicated as early as 1900, since
when a number of local authorities experimented with junior
technical trade schools for the vocational training of those
few children of 13-IS who had made up their minds to enter
a skilled trade, as an alternative to learning the trade from
inside, in the hope of stimulating a more rational understand-
ing of the principles applied. Since 1911, local authorities for
elementary education also set up central schools for the more

